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EARTHSCOPE CONSORTIUM INC.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) #2026-HELI-01
HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
Issue Date: April 7, 2026
Proposal Due Date: April 17, 2026, at 5:00 PM EST
Submit To: bidrequests@earthscope.org

SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
1.1 Background 	EarthScope Consortium operates the Network of the Americas (NOTA), a network of geophysical stations for earthquake monitoring and research, as part of the U.S. National Science Foundation's National Geophysical Facility (NSF NGF).
1.2 Procurement Objective 	This Request for Proposal (RFP) covers helicopter transport of crew, gear, and equipment to remote stations in Alaska and the Conterminous United States. Vendors will be chosen based on location, cost, qualifications, and availability.

SECTION 2 – DETAILED SCOPE OF SERVICES & TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS
Tasks & Deliverables

· Make best effort to provide safe helicopter access to the listed stations during the contracted timeframe.
· Abide by the terms of the EarthScope Helicopter General Services Contract (GSA). 

We emphasize a culture of safety; all members of our team are empowered to make the decision to delay or cancel a field operation for any personal health or safety reason, or any mission concern.. Amongst all the important factors that contribute to safe operations, two that we emphasize in our program are: 
1) Best efforts to adhere to AGL minimums described in FAR 135 (example, 500 feet AGL minimum when en route to destination), and 
2) Modern and interactive flight tracking practices.

The pilot will be in charge of all aspects of helicopter operations, including fueling and routing. EarthScope is responsible for site landing permissions and permit compliance.


Minimum Experience and Qualifications. 

The following minimum levels of pilot and vendor experience and qualifications are required for any Statement of Work. Requirements may increase based on the needs of any project as described in specific Statements of Work: 

Pilot Minimum Requirements: 

1. Minimum 2,000 total helicopter flight hours. 
· Minimum 500 hours flying the geographical area required. 
· Minimum 100 hours flying in the previous twelve (12) months. 
· Minimum 50 hours time-in-command of aircraft make and model utilized (e.g., Robinson R66, Eurocopter AS350, Bell 206, Robinson R44). 
2. FAR 135 certified
3. Internal and external load HAZMAT certified 
4. FAR 133 certified for external loads and sling work 
5. The pilot must be experienced with and capable of operating in mountainous terrain. 
6. If the pilot has had an incident/accident in the past 5 years, EarthScope must be notified and will determine eligibility on a case-by-case basis with a focus on circumstances and seriousness of an incident/accident (i.e. fatalities? negligence? etc.). Such an event does not automatically disqualify a pilot. 
7. Further pilot qualifications may be specified for each individual Statement of Work (e.g. boat operations, sling operations, regional specific conditions - over water, high elevation, etc.) 

Vendor Minimum Requirements: 

1. Further pilot qualifications may be specified for each individual statement of work, e.g. boat operations, sling operations, regional specific conditions (over water, high elevation), etc. 
2. Vendors must be qualified and have operational certification to operate and fly helicopters in the US. FAR Part 135 and AMD certified. 
3. All vendor pilots that will or may work on an EarthScope project must meet the Pilot Minimum Requirements listed above. 
4. A report detailing current FAA certifications and incidents/accidents within the last 5 years must be submitted at the time of vendor engagement. Regarding incidents, we will determine eligibility based on circumstances and seriousness of an incident/accident (i.e. fatalities? negligence? etc.). Such an event does not automatically disqualify a vendor.


SECTION 3 – VENDOR EVALUATION CRITERIA
EarthScope will evaluate proposals using a structured, objective evaluation process consistent with 2 CFR 200.320(d). Evaluation will be conducted by an internal review committee and may include technical evaluation, cost analysis, and reference checks.
Award(s) will be made to the responsible vendor(s) whose proposal(s) are determined to be the most advantageous to EarthScope, considering both technical merit and cost.
The following weighted criteria will be used:
3.1 Safety Record and Regulatory Compliance (25%)
Evaluation will consider the Vendor’s demonstrated commitment to aviation safety and compliance with all applicable regulations. This includes:
· History of incidents and accidents within the past five (5) years
· FAA compliance history (FAR Parts 133 and 135)
· Safety management practices, including risk mitigation and flight decision protocols
· Use of flight tracking systems and operational safety tools
· Transparency and completeness of safety disclosures
Vendors with strong, proactive safety cultures and verifiable compliance records will be rated more favorably.
3.2 Pilot Qualifications and Experience (20%)
Evaluation will consider the qualifications and experience of proposed pilots, including:
· Total flight hours and recent flight activity
· Experience in mountainous, remote, or otherwise challenging environments
· Aircraft-specific experience (make and model)
· Experience with sling loads, external loads, and specialized operations
· Demonstrated ability to operate safely in project-specific conditions
Higher ratings will be given to vendors demonstrating depth and consistency of pilot expertise.
3.3 Aircraft Capability and Operational Readiness (15%)
Evaluation will consider the suitability and availability of aircraft to meet EarthScope’s operational needs, including:
· Aircraft types and payload capacity
· Capability to perform required mission types (e.g., sling operations, remote access)
· Maintenance practices and aircraft condition
· Availability and readiness during peak field seasons
· Ability to mobilize quickly to project locations
3.4 Geographic Coverage and Responsiveness (15%)
Evaluation will consider the Vendor’s ability to support operations across required regions, including:
· Presence and operational capability in Alaska and/or Lower 48 regions
· Proximity to typical field sites
· Ability to respond quickly to task orders
· Flexibility in scheduling and field support
Vendors demonstrating strong regional coverage and responsiveness will be rated more favorably.
3.5 Cost and Pricing Structure (15%)
Evaluation will consider the reasonableness, transparency, and competitiveness of proposed pricing, including:
· Hourly flight rates (wet and/or dry)
· Standby rates and minimums
· Ferry/mobilization costs
· Clarity and completeness of pricing structure
· Overall cost effectiveness
EarthScope will perform a cost or price analysis in accordance with 2 CFR 200.324.
3.6 Past Performance and References (10%)
Evaluation will consider the Vendor’s past performance on similar contracts, including:
· Performance on comparable aviation or field logistics projects
· Experience supporting federal, nonprofit, or research organizations
· Quality of references provided
· Reliability, professionalism, and customer satisfaction
3.7 Evaluation Process and Additional Considerations
EarthScope may, at its discretion:
· Request clarifications or additional information from vendors
· Conduct interviews or request demonstrations
· Request Best and Final Offers (BAFO)
· Consider geographic distribution of awards to ensure operational coverage.
EarthScope reserves the right to make multiple awards and to select vendors based on overall value, including non-cost factors such as safety, availability, and regional capability.
Total Possible Score: 100%
SECTION 4 – PROCUREMENT & ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS
4.1 Governing Regulations
This procurement is conducted in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (2 CFR Part 200), including but not limited to §§200.317–200.327. EarthScope Consortium Inc. (“EarthScope”) receives federal funding and is required to ensure that all procurement actions comply with applicable federal standards.
4.2 Procurement Method
This solicitation is issued as a competitive proposal in accordance with 2 CFR 200.320(d). EarthScope will conduct this procurement in a manner providing full and open competition consistent with federal requirements. All responsible sources are permitted to submit proposals.
EarthScope will not place unreasonable requirements on vendors, require unnecessary experience, or engage in practices that restrict competition. Organizational conflicts of interest will be evaluated and mitigated as necessary.
4.3 Standards of Conduct and Conflicts of Interest
EarthScope maintains written standards of conduct governing the performance of employees engaged in the selection, award, and administration of contracts in accordance with 2 CFR 200.318(c).
No employee, officer, or agent of EarthScope shall participate in the selection, award, or administration of a contract supported by federal funds if a real or apparent conflict of interest exists. Such conflicts arise when the individual, any member of their immediate family, their partner, or an organization employing or about to employ any of the above has a financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for contract award.
All individuals involved in this procurement must disclose any potential conflicts of interest. Violations of these standards may result in disciplinary action.
4.4 Vendor Eligibility Requirements
To be considered for award, vendors must:
· Be actively registered in the System for Award Management (SAM.gov);
· Not be suspended, debarred, or otherwise excluded from federal contracting;
· Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations; and
· Provide all required certifications included in this RFP.
EarthScope reserves the right to verify vendor eligibility through SAM.gov and other federal databases.
4.5 Socioeconomic and Small Business Participation
In accordance with 2 CFR 200.321, EarthScope encourages participation from small businesses, minority-owned firms, women’s business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms. Vendors are encouraged to describe any subcontracting or partnership strategies that support these objectives.
4.6 Proposal Submission Requirements
Proposals must be submitted by the date and time specified in this RFP. Late submissions may be rejected at EarthScope’s sole discretion.
Proposals shall include all information requested in this RFP and be organized in a clear and complete manner. EarthScope reserves the right to request clarifications or additional information from vendors during the evaluation process.
All costs associated with proposal preparation and submission are the sole responsibility of the vendor and will not be reimbursed by EarthScope.
4.7 Evaluation and Selection Process
Proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the criteria set forth in Section 3 of this RFP. EarthScope will utilize a structured evaluation process that may include a technical review, cost analysis, and reference checks.
Award will be made to the responsible vendor whose proposal is determined to be the most advantageous to EarthScope, considering price and other factors.
EarthScope reserves the right to:
· Reject any or all proposals;
· Waive minor informalities or irregularities;
· Request best and final offers (BAFO);
· Enter into negotiations with one or more vendors; or
· Cancel this solicitation at any time.
4.8 Cost and Price Analysis
In accordance with 2 CFR 200.324, EarthScope will perform a cost or price analysis for this procurement. Vendors must provide sufficient pricing detail to allow EarthScope to evaluate price reasonableness.
EarthScope reserves the right to request supporting cost data, including breakdowns of labor rates, administrative fees, and any other pricing components.
4.9 Protest Procedures
Vendors may submit a written protest regarding this procurement. Protests must be received within five (5) business days of the event giving rise to the protest.
Protests shall be submitted in writing to:
· Tanya Nichols, Contracts and Grants Administrator II
· Tanya.Nichols@Earthscope.org
The protest must include:
· The name and address of the protestor;
· The solicitation number;
· A detailed statement of the grounds for protest;
· Supporting documentation.
EarthScope will review and respond to protests in a timely and impartial manner. The decision of EarthScope shall be final.
4.10 Contract Type, Term, and Conditions
EarthScope intends to award multiple contracts as a result of this RFP under a General Services Agreement (GSA) structure.
The anticipated contract type is a Fixed Unit Rate contract, based on established hourly flight rates, standby rates, and associated service pricing, subject to final negotiation. Annual rate adjustments may be considered in alignment with published vendor rates. 
Work under the GSA will be issued on a task order basis. Each task order will define the specific scope of work, location, schedule, and applicable pricing.
The anticipated contract term is five (5) years, which may be structured as a base period with option years, subject to funding availability, vendor performance, and EarthScope’s operational needs.
No guarantee is made as to the minimum or maximum volume of work assigned to any vendor under the GSA.
The resulting contract(s) will incorporate all applicable federal provisions required under 2 CFR Part 200, including those set forth in Appendix II.
4.11 Required Federal Contract Provisions
The contract resulting from this RFP will include all applicable provisions required by federal law, including but not limited to:
· Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) provisions;
· Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment (31 U.S.C. 1352);
· Debarment and Suspension (2 CFR Part 180 and 2 CFR Part 3000);
· Contract provisions addressing remedies for breach;
· Termination for cause and termination for convenience;
· Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401–7671q) and Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251–1387), as applicable;
· Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act, where applicable;
· Rights to Inventions, if applicable;
· Record retention and access requirements.
4.12 Record Retention and Access to Records
In accordance with 2 CFR 200.334, the Vendor shall retain all records related to this contract for a minimum of three (3) years after final payment and closeout of the award.
The Vendor shall provide EarthScope, the NSF, the Comptroller General of the United States, and their authorized representatives access to any books, documents, papers, and records directly pertinent to this contract for the purpose of audit, examination, excerpts, and transcription.
4.13 Domestic Preference (as applicable)
To the extent applicable, vendors shall comply with 2 CFR 200.322, which requires a preference for the procurement of goods, products, or materials produced in the United States.
4.14 Rights Reserved by EarthScope
EarthScope reserves the right to:
· Modify or cancel this RFP at any time;
· Issue addenda or clarifications;
· Request additional information from vendors;
· Conduct discussions or negotiations;
· Make no award if deemed in the best interest of the organization.
4.15 No Obligation to Award
Issuance of this RFP does not obligate EarthScope to award a contract. EarthScope reserves the right to award all, part, or none of the services described herein.
4.16 Incorporation by Reference
All applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and requirements are hereby incorporated by reference into this RFP and any resulting contract.

SECTION 5 – PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE
EarthScope anticipates conducting the procurement process in accordance with the following schedule. All dates are subject to change at the sole discretion of EarthScope. Any modifications will be communicated to all known prospective vendors via formal addendum.

	Milestone
	Date
	Time (EST)

	RFP Issued
	April 7, 2026
	—

	Vendor Questions Due
	April 10, 2026
	5:00 PM

	Responses to Questions Issued (Addendum #1)
	April 13, 2026
	—

	Proposal Submission Deadline
	April 17, 2026
	5:00 PM

	Initial Compliance Review
	April 20, 2026
	—

	Evaluation Period (Technical & Cost Review)
	April 21, 2026
	—

	Vendor Interviews / Demonstrations (if applicable)
	Aprill 21-23, 2026
	—

	Anticipated Award Notification
	April 27, 2026
	—

	Contract Negotiation Period
	May 4, 2026
	—

	Anticipated Contract Start Date
	May 8, 2026
	—



Additional Schedule Information:
· Vendors are responsible for monitoring communications regarding this RFP, including any addenda issued by EarthScope.
· Questions must be submitted in writing to [Insert Contact Email] and must reference the RFP number.
· EarthScope reserves the right to modify the schedule at any time to ensure compliance with federal procurement requirements and to support a fair and thorough evaluation process.
· Late submissions may be rejected and may not be considered for evaluation.

























APPENDIX A: DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST
If any of the following have a financial or other substantive interest** with EarthScope Consortium Inc., an attached detailed explanation of the relationship or benefit must be submitted with your Proposal: • yourself • immediate family * • your partner • any organization in which any of the aforementioned have a material financial or other substantive interest**
I certify that I have provided full disclosure of all relationships that may create a conflict of interest with EarthScope Consortium Inc.

Name of Organization

Signature of Authorized Representative Title of Authorized Representative

Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date
* Immediate Family is defined as any person related within the second degree of affinity (marriage) or within third degree of consanguinity (blood) to the party involved.
















APPENDIX B: CERTIFICATION REGARDING DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE
This certification is required by the Federal Regulations Implementing Sections 5151-5160 of the Drug-Free Workplace Act, 41 USC 701. The undersigned Vendor certifies that it will provide a drug-free workplace by:
1. Publishing a policy statement notifying employees that unlawful manufacturing, distribution, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited;
2. Establishing an on-going drug-free awareness program;
3. Providing each employee with a written copy of the Drug-Free policy;
4. Notifying EarthScope within ten (10) business days of receipt of notice of a conviction of an employee.

Name of Organization

Signature of Authorized Representative Title of Authorized Representative

Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date















APPENDIX C: CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION
The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it and its principals: a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or declared ineligible by any Federal department or agency. b. Have not within a three (3) year period been convicted of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with a public (Federal, State, or local) transaction. c. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity. d. Have not within a three (3) year period had one or more public transactions terminated for cause or default.

Name of Organization

Signature of Authorized Representative Title of Authorized Representative

Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date


















APPENDIX D: STATEMENT OF NON-DISCRIMINATION
The undersigned agrees to comply with Public Law 105-220, Sec. 188. No individual shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, subjected to discrimination under, or denied employment in the administration of any such program because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, or political affiliation or belief.

Name of Organization

Signature of Authorized Representative Title of Authorized Representative

Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date




















APPENDIX E: CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING
The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:
1. No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency or a Member of Congress in connection with this contract.
2. If any funds other than federal appropriated funds have been paid, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying”.

Name of Organization

Signature of Authorized Representative Title of Authorized Representative

Printed Name of Authorized Representative Date

















APPENDIX F: CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL CONTRACT PROVISIONS (2 CFR 200 APPENDIX II)
The undersigned Vendor certifies that it understands and agrees that any contract awarded as a result of this Request for Proposals (RFP) will be subject to all applicable federal requirements, including but not limited to those set forth in 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix II.
The Vendor hereby certifies and agrees to comply with the following provisions, as applicable to the scope of services:
1. Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO)
The Vendor shall comply with Executive Order 11246, as amended, and all applicable regulations prohibiting discrimination in employment.
2. Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment (31 U.S.C. 1352)
The Vendor certifies that no federally appropriated funds have been used to influence or attempt to influence an officer or employee of any federal agency, Member of Congress, or employee of Congress in connection with the awarding of any federal contract.
3. Debarment and Suspension (2 CFR Part 180 and 2 CFR Part 3000)
The Vendor certifies that neither it nor its principals are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, or otherwise excluded from participation in federal transactions.
4. Contract Remedies
The Vendor acknowledges that the resulting contract will include provisions addressing remedies for breach of contract, including sanctions and penalties as appropriate.
5. Termination for Cause and Convenience
The Vendor acknowledges that the resulting contract will include provisions allowing EarthScope to terminate the contract for cause and for convenience, in whole or in part.
6. Clean Air Act and Federal Water Pollution Control Act
For contracts exceeding $150,000, the Vendor agrees to comply with all applicable standards, orders, or regulations issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401–7671q) and the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251–1387).
7. Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (if applicable)
Where applicable, the Vendor agrees to comply with provisions regarding overtime compensation and safe working conditions.
8. Rights to Inventions (if applicable)
The Vendor agrees to comply with all applicable requirements related to rights in inventions made under a contract or agreement.
9. Record Retention and Access to Records
The Vendor agrees to maintain all records related to the contract for a minimum of three (3) years in accordance with 2 CFR 200.334 and to provide access to such records to EarthScope, the NSF, the Comptroller General of the United States, and their authorized representatives.
10. Compliance with Federal Laws and Regulations
The Vendor agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and executive orders governing the performance of the contract.
The Vendor understands that failure to comply with these requirements may result in termination of the contract, suspension of payments, or other remedies as permitted by law.
By signing below, the Vendor certifies that it has reviewed, understands, and agrees to comply with the above federal requirements.
Name of Organization: ________________________________________
Authorized Representative (Signature): __________________________
Printed Name: _______________________________________________
Title: ______________________________________________________
Date: _______________________________________________________
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