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Continental rifting is a critical component of the plate tectonics paradigm and is known to occur in more
than one mode, phase, or stage. While continental rifting is typically accompanied by magmatism, some
rifts are magma-poor. This project focuses on advancing our understanding of the fundamental processes
associated with magma-poor (dry) rifting and we study the Albertine-Rhino Graben, Uganda as the
natural laboratory. Here, we provide an overview and progress update on the NSF-funded DRIAR (Dry
Rifting In the Albertine-Rhino graben, Uganda). Our goal is to use geophysical, geological, geochemical,
and geodynamic techniques to investigate rifting in the northern Western Branch of the East African Rift
System in Uganda. We test 3 hypotheses: (1)
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Fig. Map showing the 2022-2023 fieldwork undertaken.



